
Using Tonny Visser’s mudguard stays 
 
Following a little incident with one of my mudguards I found myself in the position of 
needing to replace both mudguards and stays. I am still not sure what led up to it but 
somehow one of the mudguards got picked up by the wheel with ensuing chaos. My 
“clever” (well I thought so) stays didn’t fail but were – err – rather twisted. 
 
Rather than re-invent the wheel, or in this case the stay, I decided to buy some from 
Tony Visser. Initially these were designed for a 2CV body replacement that he 
makes (Le Patron) but have also been used by numerous Lomax’s and a few 
Pembletons. There have been some mixed reports about said stays but they seem 
to have survived far more miles than I will ever do on a certain Scottish car… 
 
The stays are made to order with the purchaser supplying some of the vital 
dimensions. As Tonny had just made a set for another Pembleton with “Phils 
Wheels” I was just able to ask him to make another set “like that”. 
 
After parting with a non-trivial amount of cash and waiting a couple of weeks the 
stays arrived. They are made from round stainless bar and are attached to the hub 
using the steering arm fixings. I trial fit showed they were fit for purpose but, for my 
taste, there was a little too much clearance between the stay and the tyre. Other 
opinions may differ of course. 
 

 
 
So I decided some small modifications were in order. The first step was to remove 
the curved plate. On the Lomax and Le Patron this is bonded to the fiberglass 
mudguard but as I am using ally mudguards I decided it served no purpose and 
removing it would make the stays easier to tweak. 
 



 
 
Next job was to fettle the bends to make the whole thing a closer fit. I have never 
bent stainless before so experimented first on a piece of scrap stainless bar. It 
became quickly apparent that it does bend OK but it must be heated up to cherry 
red, using a decent blowtorch, before it co-operates. I made a template to make sure 
the stays were the same. 
 

 
 
After a couple of goes a satisfactory fit was obtained. A trial fit of the mudguard 
revealed the next little problem. Although the stays supported it very well there was a 
large overhang to the rear which I thought had the possibility, at least, of causing 
problems with vibration. So I bit the bullet and decided to cut down my brand new 
mudguards with my trusty hacksaw. I made up a wooden buck that fitted neatly in 
the mudguard. After I had cut it down and annealed it I found it (relatively) easy to 
form a half decent return, over the buck, to neaten the end. 



 
 
All that was left now was to fix it in place – for this I used substantial rubber lined P 
clips doubling up the mudguard with a scrap of ally at the point the P clips were 
fixed. 
 

 
 
Has it been successful? The mudguards are now very firmly fixed with little vibration 
– but ask me again in the spring when I have had chance to put a few more miles 
on… 
 
Robin Martin 
Silvermachine 


